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EXECUTIVE SESSION; - CO!jiiBE?^3^ 



MONDAY, JUNE 16 , 19§8 

House of Representatives, 
Committee on Un-American 



Washington », p. C. ; 
The; committee met,? ;pursuant to notice,, 4t 10: 30 a.m., 
in Room 330, Qld House, Office :Biui3.ding, Honorable Francis E 
Walter, Chairman of the Committee, presiding., v£ 
Present: Beg^^jlil^il^^t^^^'-i^ Walters 
Also Present: Frank Si. iavennpr ■;. Staff /Memppr,, 

The Chairman . Will you ;be sworn? 

i i 

i « 

Dp you swear that the testimpny you, are about tP give 

before this committee; will i-'bfc the truths the whole truth and 

! ! ' ' ' ' ■ . 

nothing put the truth? 

MRS. iGALLANTEr jil^dPV ' '"" : /. 

- ! TESTXllONY OF ;MRS« W&X 

" " M iHA^ILl^il- $gJ$®SE- . '. ' - -v.. j . 

Mr.. Taveinner. Will you, state your name, please? 

Mrs* Gaiilante: !#li^'^^'"^--lNiil^- <&llahte* 

Mr* Tav^nner:. fhere yrgve- you horn? - ' ■• ;' V; 

Mrs. Gailantei i'TPkyp^/.^ap'an*: " » . ; V 

Uta Tav4hner. Are you an /Ame^iciin -citizen?;' . . ■- ■ ,' 
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Mrs. Gallante.: I aia an American citizen, 
Mr. Tavenner. Are you a naturalized citizen? 
Mrs. Gallante. Yes, 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you naturalized? 

Mrs. Gallante. I was naturalized in Los Angeles, 
California, November 23, 1941. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you first come to the United 
States? 

Mrs. Gallante. In 1919, just before I became three 
years of age>. 

Mr. Tavenner. With whom did you come? 

Mrs. Gallante. My parents and my younger sister. 

Air. Tavenner. What are your parents 1 names? 

Mrs. Gallante. My father T s name was Walter Augustus 
De Havilland:, and my mother f s name was Lilian Augusta, and 
her maiden name was Ease de Havilland. 

> 

Mr. Tavenner. Were they citizens of the United States 
at the time of your arrival in the United States? 

Mrs. Gallante. No, both of them were British subject s 
and remained so to this day. My father and mother were 
divorced, when I was quite young* My father 1 s business was 
in Japan and he was in business as an international patent 
attorney and his residence amounted to almost 50 years in 
Japan . 

My mother lived there about ten years altogether. She 



had been out there as a companion to her brother who. was 
a professor in Tokyo before she married my father. They 
lived there after their marriage, my father and mother, four 
years, almost five years, and then came to the United States. 

My mother v/as to continue with my sister and me to 
England. I became ill and I had to be operated on for my 
tonsils and then my sister and I both suffering from ill 
health were sent to San Jose,, California and then to Saratoga. 

Because of relations being very strained between my 
parents , my father returned to Japan and I believe my mother 
returned in 1923 and a divorce was arranged, and my mother 
returned to, California and married an American by birth, 
Georgp Fontaine, and that was. my home until 1953. 

Mr.. Tavenner.. Where do you now reside? 

Mrs. Gallante. In Paris, France, because that is 
my husband* s place of business. 

Mr. Tavenner.. How long have you lived in Paris? 

Mrs., Gallante. Almost five years, four years and 
seven months. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state for the record please, 
what your profession is? 

Mrs. Gallante.. I, am an actress . 

Mr., Tavenner. I would like for the record to show a 
few of your principal screen credits. 

Mrs. Gallante. There is "Gone With, the Wind," and 
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there is ^The Snake Pit , 11 there ia ,f To Each His Own," for 
which I won an academy award; there is SThe Heiress,;" 
for which I won an academy award and there is; ^Hqld Back 
The Dawn," for which I was nominated for an academy award* 

There is a, raft of films. Those are certainly 
some of them, i won an academy award for "The Heiress," 
and "To Bach His Own," and a New York Critics Award for 
"The Heiress," and "The Snake Pit," and the Women's National 
Press Club award, presented by President Truman> for my 
work in both those films. 

Now, I have made a picture called "The Proud Hebel,,.."' 
That is the latest release. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you now hold a United States 

passport? 

Mrs.. Gallante. Yes, 1 do. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was it issued? 

Mrs. Gallante. It was issued January 29, 1957. 

Mr. Tavenner., Had a United States passport been 
issued to you prior to that? 

Mrs. Gallante. Yes; two, I believe. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give me the approximate dates 
from memory? 

Mrs. Gallante. Yes. The first passport * received 
must have, been around March of 19.53. Then I received 
another one, I presume, in 1955 and then, this one in 1957. 
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I imagine that is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether or not you 
executed an affidavit in Paris as the basis for one of the 
passports issued you? 

Mrs. Gallante. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you what purports to be a copy 
of the affidavit. Will you examine it please, and state 
whether you can identify it as a copy of the affidavit 
that you gave? 

Mrs. Gallante. This certainly appears to be an 
absolutely correct copy of the affidavit that i. made at 
that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted that the first sentence of 
this affidavit is as follows; 

"I wish to state that I am not now nor have ever 
been a member of the Communist Party v'* 
Mrs. Gallante* Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner, Was that statement correct at the time 
you made .it? 

Mrs. Gallante. It could apply to any time. 
Mr. Tavenner. And it is true: new? 
Mrs. Gallante. It certainly is., 

Mr.. Tavenner . Were you ever solicited to become a . 
member of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Gallante. No* I don't think: m*,, Jtmm&g 
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ever having been. 

Mr, layenner. I further note from the affidavit that 
you state that at one time you belonged to the Hollywood 
Democratic Committee which later merged with the Hollywood 
Citizens Committee, of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. 

Mrs* Gallante, Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. You also state in your affidavit that 
you withdrew your membership from that organization. 
Mrs. Gallante. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee why you 
took that action? 

Mrs. Gallante. Yes. Might I. explain why I became 
a member in the first place? 

Mr. Tavenner. I think it would be very well to do 

that . 

Mrs. Gallante. As you know, I became naturalized 
in 1941 and 1 was very thrilled to be an American citizen. 
I now had the right to vote for the first time and I took 
this right very, very seriously and I felt I should become 
interested as much as a woman can be without experience in 
the issues that were of importance to the United States of 
America. 

So, one day, somebody— I cannot remember who — came to 

me and said that they were organizing a bi-partisan political 
organization;; that is to say, an organization which would 



be neither Republican nor Democrat, but which would 
devote itself to endossingr^en and principles according to 
merit, 

I had beon brought up in a Republican household. My 
step-feather had been a Republican, but at that time there, 
was a Democratic administration which seemed: to be wonderfully 
well for the country . 

1 had not yet decided which I wanted to be, a Republican 
or a Democrat, or how I would vote when the first opportunity 
arose. This* seemed to me rather sound and rather desirable 
Without any experience, so I agreed to becomea member. It 
was called the Hollywood Democratic Committee, but I was 
told that th;at was democratic with a small "d" . 

I thin!? the majority of the issues and candidates that 
this committee endorsed were actually Democratic, with a 
capital "B" , but that they were on occasion Republicans whom 
I recollect the committee did endorse. 

? was elected somewhere along the line, I think it was 
1944 or 1945, to the executive committee and I was very 
faithful about going, to the meetings. I began to notice 
things, that seemed most contradictory to the principles of 
the organization as I understood them to be. 

By this time, it had become the Hollywood Independent 
Citizens Committee. It had merged and become the Hollywood 
branch. 



j I: had been told that, the idea Pt this :c6i$ait't.e%- %as •" 

| to examine any issue independently ;and come to* an indepen- 

i dent decision about it, but I noticed that auiomaticaily 

I * . 

| any matter that related to labor, the position was that 

i 

labor was right. 

I am a good: union member;, but I cannot always belieye 

that unions are always aright, This was ;a. matter of policy. 

This was not independent.. 

The next thing I noticed was that whenever there was 

conflict between Russia And the United States, Russia, was 
; always assumed to Tie right and t thought $ "I can't 

! understand this. If we reserve the right to criticise 

I what the United States* policies are, why donH we. reserve 

j the right to criticise Russia?" but; nobpdy/ criticizes 

I Russia in this organization. > 

i , This is 'a completely inexperienced person beginning " 

| to learn. I thought, "All rights this organization is hot; 

i 

1 independent. It has two policies, One is pro-labor and; ; 

j the other is automatically pro-Russian, It is not what it 

'; says it is. It is not independent, 
i "Who, what group, would: be most interested in 

! endorsing these two policies at this time?" and 1! ^thought 

j that there can be only one and that is Communists. <Cpmmun* 

j ists are the oajly ones who would automat icaliy endorse 

! flatly, without question, these two points of view, and I 
got rather upset. 
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I got profoundly upset and profoundly annoyed, 
because that is not the basis on which I joined this 
organization. I felt that I had been deceived and made 
use of. 

Then, I began to study other things that happened . 
A meeting would begin and there would, be -f ilibustering 
on a certain issue, any issue, for instance who would be 
endorsed for Senator from the State of California. ;By 
the end of the meeting so many people had to leave because 
they had to work in the morning, that precisely %he 
opposite decision would be made; that is: to say, a decision 
would be made that wo\ild reflect the opposite pf, the 
majority point of view at the. beginning; of the, peeting* bufc, 
people had been discouraged into; leaving,; so only few 
people remained who expressed the opposite view at the end 
of the meeting. 

The Chairman *, Who were the. of fleers p# the, organization; 
at that time? 

Mrs, Gallant e. I; cannot remember, it was onthe 
letterhead. This was after the merger;. 

The Chairman A Can $6u fix the 

Mrs,. Gallante. 'The "time I began tP sget ■ Very uneasy 
was in late |19£5 and the beginning of 1940* That /is when 

I goi very Queasy?, -/' ,:. 

The Chairman. Tpu.jaPxitipned #ndprsfcment; of candidates 



so that would bring you back, say, into October, perhaps, 
of 1945? 

Mrs. Gallant©. October, of 1945 and then through the 
spring, I remember, I. was noticing these things all the. 
time and then I had nothing to go on because I didn't laaow 
who was a Communist and who was not a Communist, but I. 
began to assume, which was perhaps not correct of, me, but 
I had nothing else I could do. 

One day somebody came to me and they- wanted me to 
appear before a businessman's luncheon in Los. Angeles 
and make a speech to. raise funds for this organization. 
I said, *X am terribly sorry, but I can't do it," and they 
said, "Why?" and I said, "Because I am losing faiths in this 
organization," 

The Chairman. What organization? 

Mrs. Gallante. The Hollywood Independent Citizens 
Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions. 

I said, "I think the organization is being infiltrated 
with Communists and I do not want to have anything to do 
with it." They said, "You realize, because a lot of people 
who trust and respect your name have joined this organiza- 
tion and it is your responsibility to consider them before 
you make the, act of resigning." 

This was a moral point. It impressed me. I did not 
look forward to this action at all because that is not for 
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a woman particularly, certainly, not a woman with a 
rather highly geared nervous system which most actresses 
have, tout I felt the moral responsibility, and I discovered 
that several other people felt the same way I did, that 
they had become nervous, too, 

I expressed to them that I wanted to resign and they 
said, "You have a moral responsibility to preserve this 
organisation in its original terms and before you resign 
you must make a fight for it because in its original terms,, 
it may have been a very useful and honorable kind of 
organisation 

I said, ^There is only one basis on which I shall 
remain and th£t is if it states as a matter of principle 
tha,t 1$ is opposed to Communism in America; then I will 
stay; otherwise, 1 will not stay, 11 

It ended up with about 12 members who professed to 
be of my poin-fc of view, meeting with me a;fc my apartment, 
Shoreham Aparitm6nts in Hollywood , trying to demise a state- 
ment of principle which then they would present to the 
exeuctive committee of this* organisation , the Hollywood 
Independent Citizens Committee, and in which they would 
have attempted to haye passed by that committee • 

We, tried;. I would no* accept anything. Our own little 
subcommittee jcame back with a resolution, but dtor- me it was 
not strong enough and i insisted that it be, made absolutely 
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clear and strong. 

Finally;, I ended up by being the one to preset the 
resolution in the executive committee of the Independent 
Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions » 
and I tell you there was bedlam, bedlam. I had no success 
at all j and when I saw that I could not possibly get this 
resolution passed, I resigned, and I stated my reasons for 
resigning in; the telegram which I sent and that occurred---^ 
The Chairman . " Do you have a copy of the telegram? 
Mrs. Gallante. 1 called Western Union sometime later. 
They said they destroyed the files, but I do have, a hand- 
written copy that X kept myself— not one of the actual 
replicas of Western Union. I wanted to obtain that. 
The Chairman. To whom did you send the telegram? 
Mrs. Gallante. I believe it was to John Ford. I 
am under the inpression that he was either president or 
chairman of the committee at, that time. ; I am not, absolutely 
certain he was the individual, but in any case,! sent it 
to the organization itself, or to an officer of that 
organization. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have a copy of what you referred 
to with you? 

Mrs. Gallante. Ho, it is in Paris. I thihic the FBI 
has it . I am not sure , because they came to see me one 
day and it was at that time that I tried to get Western 
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Union to furnish a copy, I think they tried. I. am. not 
certain they tried, but I think they did, and they told 
me they did. hot have such a copy , 

Mr. Tavenner. So that marked the end of your activity 
in that organization? 

Mrs. Gallant e. It certainly , did . It was an education, 
extremely interesting, because if I had, been told this, 
Iwould not have believed it, but I saw it with my own eyes. 

Three months later, the organization went out of 
.existence and] I think I had a great deal to do with it,. 

The Chairman . Your action at the time you resigned 
v/as made public? 

Mrs. Gallante. I don't think they did make it public;* 
but it got around and I had 12 men who 1 *h£nk> one by bnei,, 
withdrew and finally the whole thing disintpgraied and 

* - 

three months later it was completely defunct. 

The Chairman. After you withdrew in the .manner in 
which you have dust described, a number of; other people who 
were just friends and acquaintances afid- associates -.p£ yours, •: 
also withdrew? 

Mrs. Gallante. Yes* that is my understahding:. Shi > 
any case, I think the backbone of th^ ov$anizatipn^sl 
completely bioken . Certainly , among the; people who - : 
been with ;me> 1 think: theii? confidence ia the pr^nization;; 
had been absolutely destroyed, and cpr^ainly , a number of ; 



14 

others had begun to. doubt as a result of our action, I am 
sure of that, and It could not function after that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Wxat was the approximate date of your 
resignation? 

Mrs. Gallant e. I think it was June or July — 1 July of 

1946. 

Mr. Tayenner. You refer to certain letterheads. Our 
staff has searched its records and has found three separate 
letterheads showing some of the officers cf this organization 
and the hoard of directors and executive council. 

The first is under date of October 2,, 1945. In it, you 
are referred to; as one of a great many persons who were on 
the executive council ... I show it to you and ask If it stated 
the fact as of that time. 

Mrs. Gallante. Yes, this apparently is an absolutely 
accurate one and there certainly is my name. 

Mr. Tavenner, I desire to offer that in evidence and 
ask that it be marked Exhibit No. 1. 

The Chaiaaaan. It may be marked and made a part of the 
record. 

Mr. Tavenner. The second letterhead bears the date of 
November 26, 1946. In addition to giving the names of the 
sponsors of the organization, it gives the names of the 
members of the board of directors and your name appears as a 
member of the board of directors. 
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Mrs. Gallante. This is absolutely unauthorized because 
I was not a member. This is the New York branch, by the 
way, I think, I thinly that one, you see, would be the 
Hollywood and this would be the national one* They had 
absolutely no right to use my name at that time, absolutely 
no right whatsoever. 

Mr. Tavenner. Bid you know your name was being used at 
that late date as a member of the boajrd of directors of the 
national organization? 

Mrs. Gallante. No. I have no recollection of that 
because I certainly did not receive any communications from 
them. That is 1946, hut that organization, I do not think 
exists. I do not think it; existed until November or if it did 
it was just about: finished. By the year's end it was: not 
in existence. 

Ms. Tavenner. I ; desire to of the second letterhead 
in evidence and ash that it be marked Exhibit No. 2. 

The Chairman. It; may, be marked and made a part of the 
record. 

!Ir* Tavenner. The third is of the Hollywood Citizens 
Committee and bears the date , December 10 , 1946 .... 
Mrs*. Gallante. I don't understand that. 
Mr. : Tavenner. It carries your name. 

Mrs* Gallante. They &ad absolutely no^right; tq use my 
name at that time under any circumstances \?hatever. It i.g 



queer. % do hot think it was even operating really, at; that 
time. I do not . The reason % make the statement that X 
did is that it disintegrated: three months .later* 

I read in the papers that it had decided to change its 
name and it was going out: of existence, and so forth, and 
so on. That is what I read in the papers. 

I wish, X had thOsecllppings witk me* It is 'very 
mystifying to find that a letter ims written on that letter 
head in December of 1946. X am astounded and they had 
absolutely no right whatsoever to use my name. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then you are stating that it; was not 
done with your authority or with your knowledge . 

Mrs. Gallante. Absolutely not. It was done without 
any authority and absolutely without my authority ., 

Mr. Tavennr. I desire to of f er the third document in 
evidence and ask that it be marked Exhibit No. 

The Chairman. It may be marked and made -M part of the; 
record. 

Mrs. Gallante. I could send you the minute X get back 
to Paris, photostatic copies of all of the papers that X 
have and all of the notes that X have. 

The Chairman . I think we have what we need. 

Mrs. Gallante. X know you would like to know' what I 

■ • .- - - ->& ■ ■• • 

said in the telegram to them. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think it would be well to, have that 
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attached to your testimony. 

Mrs, Gallants. I remember the phrase, **£ell on such 
deaf ears." I remember that was in the telegram, ^sd I am 
forced to resign." 

Mr. Tavenner. Di;d you engage in activities soon after 
your arrival in this country in any other organizatipn in 
California which has been the subject; of cii^iion by the 
Attorney General or this committee as a Cpnraunist front 
organization as far as you knd\*? 

Mrs. Gallante* I don't fcemembe^. This ;is the: one 1 was 
most active in ; * I do remember, which I think is In my 
affidavit, reading a verse at :a rally in (San; :Erancisco and; 
making an appe&l for ibonds At the Council o£ Spyi^t-Americanj 
Friendship. I think it was ceieb^ating the third anniversary 
of Russia *a entrance !ly&o the war . 

Mr* Tavenner. Ye&> you state in your {a£f iaayit; that 
approximately during i;9^4 you attended a* large rally sppn^ 
sored by the National Council Tor Spylet-Ameridan friendship. 

Mrs. Gallant e. yes* That was part of *he program;. , 
I read a poem and the sepond half of the pro-am appealed 
to the audience to buy; United States $ar Bonds. ; 

Mr * Tavenner .« % have; bief ore me a copy of an article > 
appearing in the J?j&s>ple*~& Saturday, October 23, 1943, 

entitled, "Li A. Joins' U.S.^Spvl#t Conjgress to .Fete Ten Year£ 
of friendship .;*> This ;is; (an -,£r$icle that Bhbws that many ' 
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entitled, ^Screen Stars Wire Greetings to Jba^^^ 
Rally J* 

I hand it to you and : ask you to read the telegram that 
appears there and state whether or not you recall the irdance. 
Mrs* Gal Xante. The telegram reads: 

f, In time to come the recognition of the Soviet 
Union by the United States \?ill be remembered as. the 
beginning of an era which torought ;sayagery^ ignorance, 
and hunger to an, end. It will be remembered as, the first 
step taken toward new horizons of a world where security 
and culture are meant for the happiness of: all people 
everywhere. 

"On this occasion, Hollywood wishes to %%b. ' 
voice to the voice of all, Americans hailing the mutual 
bond which exists and which will continue tor grew? 
between our great country and our great allies:. ; tl .In this 
friendship lies not only the hope,, but the future of. the 
world." 

Those are very hopeful sentiments, but I. was .not in the 
country at the time. I; was overseas in an, .Army hospital at 
Nandi, Fiji Islands,, with pneumonia. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was, your name used in; connection with 
that telegram? Was it used with your consent? 

Mrs. Gallante.. I haye absolutely no; recollection 
whatsoever regarding this telegram*, 
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Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer th&t document in 
evidence and ask that it be marked Exhigit No* 

The Chairman . It may be marked and received, gov* the 
record . 

Mr. Tavenner. I think I should offer the, affidavit 
referred to at the bgginning of your testimony;, wkick you gave 
in Paris , and % ask that it; be marked Exhibit; No. 

The Chairman . It may be marked and; made a, part <?£ the 
record . 

Mr. Tavenner* Do you recall the years in which the 
Hollywood Ten wer& v§ry prominent before this committee and 
in the courts $nd whether or not you paytiqipated ;in any of 
the programs relating to that master? 

Mrs. Gallaqte. Hollywood Ten? 

Mr.. Tavenner * Yes, who appeared as witnesses before th<a 
Committee! on Un-American Activities at which: time numerous 
meetings were held for the purpose of condemning this 
committee and extolling: the persons; who were the witnesses? 

Mrs. Gallante, What year ms that? 

Mr. Tavenner.. 1948 £ . 

Mr. Gallante. I had no thing whatsoever $6 .do 
such organizations, t can assure you.. 

Mr,.; Tavenner.. You hays ref erred: , to eert^itt newspaper 
clippings and a copy of; a ;|eleg^am ^^/^p^-i^te in Paris. '. • 
Would you furnish this committee "^Mk tboMet ^ej^^ for its 

..... . • -• -.- • •: .. • y, \ 
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records? ; 

MtSi Gallant e. Certainly. 

..Mr.rf Tayenner. I hay© now completed all the questions 
that; I desire to ask you. Is there anything you desire to 
say to the committee? 

Mrs* Gallante , Yes, sir . * I would like to express my 
appreciation for the opportunity of appearing before you and 
the opportunity of making, clear and known to you my point of 
view and my factions; in the past as well as the present . 

The Chairman. Thank you very much. 

The interview is concluded. 

(Whereupon,, at 11:15 a.m., the hearing in the above- 
entitled matter was adjourned . ..) 



